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abusive language of this violent partisan, opponent, who has infused into
the pages of Ms book so much of the malice of unfairness as to make it
unworthy of the name of history, or of use in any reputable institution of
the country.

2.  I have refrained heretofore from all comment upon the innuendos of
enemies muttered or uttered in secret and therefore with safety to them-
selves.   I think the time has now come to take such action as may bring
this entire matter under discussion under the clearer and calmer review of
my brothers in arms, and to this end I ask such action at the hands of the
department as it may deem best to accomplish this purpose.

3.  But I would express the request in this connection that, whatever
the action may be, it occur in Washington, where most of my papers and
data are stored.

Very respectfully,

W. S. SCHLEY.,
Rear Admiral, U. S. 'N*
The SECEETABY OF THE NAVY, Washington, D. C.

, "Within four days of the date of the above communication
there was forwarded to the applicant a copy of the precept con-
vening a court of inquiry addressed to Admiral George Dewey,
U. S. N., as given below:

To Admiral George fiewey, "U. S. JV., Washington, D. (7.

Upon the request of Rear Admiral Winfield S. Schley, U. S. 1ST., made
in a letter dated July 22, 1901, copy herewith, a court of inquiry, of
which you are appointed president, Rear Admirals Louis A. Kimberly and
Andrew E. K. Benham, TJ. S. N"., members, and Captain Samuel C. Lemly,
U. S. N., judge advocate general, judge advocate, is hereby ordered to
convene at the Navy Department, Washington, D. C., at 1 o'clock P. M.
on Thursday, the 12th day of September, 1901, or as soon thereafter as
may be practicable, for the purpose of inquiring into the conduct of the
said Schley, commodore in the navy, during the recent war with Spain
and in connection with the events thereof.

The court will thoroughly inquire into all the circumstances bearing
upon the subject of the investigation hereby ordered, and to this end,
besides examining orally all proper witnesses whose attendance can be
secured, will call upon the department for all documentary evidence in
relation thereto in its files.

Upon the conclusion of the investigation the court will report its
proceedings and the testimony taken, with a full and detailed statement
of all the pertinent facts which it may deem to be established, together
with its opinion and recommendations in the premises. While the depart-
ment relies upon the discretion of the court to make its examination into
the matter full and complete, as requested by the officer at whose instancen the action, and had two of our crew
